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DRUG-DRIVING 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Minister for Road Safety) [2.03 pm]: In October 2007 Western Australia 
introduced new legislative measures aimed at reducing the incidence of drug-driving on Western Australian 
roads. I understand that we were just the fifth jurisdiction in the world to introduce such legislation. I 
acknowledge the leadership of the previous minister responsible for road safety for bringing these important 
legislative changes to Parliament. 
The amended laws, introduced under the Road Traffic Amendment (Drugs) Act 2007, require the government of 
the day to undertake a review of the amended legislation after 12 months of operation and to table it in 
Parliament. An independent review of the amended drug-driving provisions has been conducted. As required, the 
review examined the first year�s operation of roadside oral fluid testing and drug-impaired driving enforcement 
programs and makes recommendations for improvement. The report shows that identification and prosecution of 
drivers who are visibly impaired by drugs remains a challenge for Western Australia Police. The new roadside 
assessment procedures, which require observation of the impaired driving by police, have been utilised in a small 
number of cases during the first year�similar to the number in previous years before the amendments came into 
force. WA Police will be working to ensure that awareness among officers of the new legislation is greatly 
enhanced so that enforcement efforts in this area can be significantly improved. 
The review commends WA Police on the generally successful implementation of roadside oral fluid testing, 
which saw the purpose-built drug and alcohol bus combined with the existing roadside testing buses to conduct 
random drug and alcohol testing across the state. Almost 10 000 roadside drug tests have been conducted and 
around 470 drivers have tested positive in laboratory analysis to one or more of the illicit drugs of concern; 
namely THC, the active component of cannabis, methamphetamine and MDMA�that is, ecstasy. Also pleasing 
is that the introduction of roadside drug testing has led to an increase in the number of random breath tests for 
alcohol that are being conducted. Drink-driving, as well as drug-driving, remains a major concern for 
government and I am pleased to see a strong roadside presence for both alcohol and illicit drugs has been 
achieved. 
As the Minister for Police, for Emergency Services and for Road Safety, I will be seeking advice from the Road 
Safety Council on the recommendations made in the independent review. Any legislative amendments arising 
from the review will be progressed through Parliament. I table the report and commend it to the house. 
[See paper 884.] 
 


